
The “A” Word
THE VAST AND RICH THEOLOGY OF ATONEMENT 
SUNDAYS IN LENT 



Atonement & Christus Victor

•Hebrew Perspective

•Atonement and the Incarnation

•Atonement as Christus Victor

•Atonement as Divine Love

•Atonement as Reconciliation

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
John began with the Hebrew perspective Nancy and Rob tag-teamed to teach us about Atonement and the Incarnation last weekI am speaking about Atonement through the Christus Victor lens, with Jesus as the Christ emerging victorious sinfulnessLydia with Divine Love with the Wesleys Rob wrap us up with a more contemporary look at Atonement through the teachings of Karl Barth



Atonement & Christus Victor

•Christus Victor = Christ the Victor

•Name comes primarily from a book by Gustaf Aulén, 
Christus Victor: A Historical Study of the Three Main Types 
of the Idea of Atonement

•Aulén (1879-1977) was a professor and then bishop in 
the Church of Sweden

•Draws heavily on other theologies of atonement

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Christ earns a victory over the powers of sinfulnessChrist the victor or conquererWhile the book was published in 1930, he looks at the teachings of several of the Church Fathers and lays out a comparison between three primary theologies of the atonmentChurch of Sweden as a part of the Lutheran TraditionBecame bishop in 1933, after publishing the bookWas also an accomplished composer with several of his hymns found in the Swedish HymnbookOne of the central pieces of his argument is that while it wasn’t called Christus Victor, this was the classic theology of atonement for much of the 



Christus Victor: A Historical Study of the
Three Main Types of the Idea of Atonement

•Satisfaction Theory
•Latin or Objective View

•.Subjective Theory

•Ransom Theory
•Classic view of the early Church
•What Aulén renames “Christus Victor”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Satisfaction: that Christ suffered as a substitute on behalf of humankind. Is the precursor to penal substitution (that Christ is punished instead of humanity. This ‘satisfies’ the need for justice and now God can justly forgive). Primarily championed by AnselmSubjective: AKA moral influence view. Christ’s passion was an act of perfect obedience and this then affects the intentions of those who come to know about it. Put forth by Peter Abelard, this becomes the response/rebuttal to Anselm’s view in the late 10th/early 11th Century. AKA Atonement as Divine Love which is tackled next week.Ransom theory: Since humanity have been subject to evil/sin since the beginning (Adam and Eve subject to Satan in Garden), Christ—who was without sin—was allowed to die. Because Christ could not die permanently, this then freed humanity from slavery to sin following the resurrection.



Atonement & Christus Victor

•Portions of this view were held by many for the first 
~1000 years

•Irenaeus, Origen of Alexandria, Augustine of Hippo

•Predominant theology of atonement until Anselm of 
Canterbury publishes Cur Deus Homo

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Irenaeus, Origen of Alexandria, Augustine of HippoAll had portions of this theology/theory Cur Deus Homo (Why God Became Man)



Ransom or not?

•Aulén argues that the crucifixion was not a payment of 
ransom to the devil

•Rather, it was a liberation of humanity from the 
bondage of sin, death, and the devil

•Not payment, but a trap laid for Satan

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Many talk about the Ransom Theology Ransom theory: Since humanity have been subject to evil/sin since the beginning (Adam and Eve subject to Satan in Garden), Christ—who was without sin—was allowed to die. Because Christ could not die permanently, this then freed humanity from slavery to sin following the resurrection.This is a rescue or a victory over evil, not a debt paid to buy humanity outInstead of Christ as payment, he was used as bait to lure Satan to take the bait, kill Jesus through the crucifixion, and ultimately destroyed himself in the processCyril of Alexandria and Gregory of Nyssa envisioned Christ as bait on a fishhook. 



The Path to Victory

•The totality of Jesus’ life

•The fullness of the Trinity

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In order to be able to win this victory, it takes all that God has…takes all that God isA lot of similarity between this and IrenaeusWhile the fullness of the trinity is essential, I am going to focus this moring more on the totality of Jesus’ lifeFor Aulén, the atonement is simultaneously a divine and a human work. while the work of Christ is completed on the cross, the cross must be seen in connection with Christ's whole life. The cross becomes the consummation of the incarnation.



The Path to Victory

The totality of Jesus’ life

•Birth

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Origen posited that the Magi came to Jesus because of his birth beginning the triumph over evil spirits that the Magi/Magicians worked with. At his birth, their spells no longer worked and so they now pay Jesus homage with their gifts



The Path to Victory

The totality of Jesus’ life

•Birth
•Temptations

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Augustine: “Jesus offered Himself to be tempted, in order that He might be also a mediator to overcome his temptations, not only by succor but also by example.” When the devil failed to destroy Jesus through temptations, he decided to renew the battle by destroying Jesus through death. (a death the devil did not know was actually impossible…This is the trap that was laid).



The Path to Victory

The totality of Jesus’ life

•Birth
•Temptations
•Death

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Augustine again: in the crucifixion, the devil was conquered in every respect, and wherein he received outwardly the power of slaying the Lord in the flesh, therein his inward power, by which he held humanity, was slain. (what looked like a victory was ultimately a defeat!)



The Path to Victory

The totality of Jesus’ life

•Birth
•Temptations
•Death
•Descent

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Harrowing of Hades, or the Descent into Hades: “He descended to the dead” from our Creed. In the time between Jesus’ death and resurrection, he brings salvation to the faithful who had died prior to his incarnation.Jesus’ triumph in the realm of death itself is especially celebrated in the Eastern churches. Liturgy for Holy Saturday says: Going down to death, O Life immortal, Thou has slain hell with the dazzling light of Thy divinity. And when Thou hast raised up the dead from the dwelling place beneath the earth, all the powers of heaven cried aloud: “Giver of life, O Christ our God, glory to Thee.”



The Path to Victory

The totality of Jesus’ life

•Birth
•Temptations
•Death
•Descent
•Resurrection

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Death and Resurrection were not separate, they were two sides of the same coin for most of early Church Fathers that could not be seen apart from each other. Origen again: in rising from the dead, Jesus gained for those had been delivered the right to be baptized in spirit and soul and body.” This is the ultimate victory over all evil…that everything about us, from our spiritual souls to our physical bodies…is given power over evil.



The Path to Victory

Methodius of Olympus—

“Therefore it was that by a man He procured the safety 
of the race; in order that men, after that very Life and 
Truth had entered into them in bodily form, might be 
able to return to the form and light of the Word, 
overcoming the power of the enticements of sin; and 
that the demons, being conquered by one weaker than 
they, and thus brought into contempt, might desist from 
their over-bold confidence, their hellish wrath being 
repressed.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
God could have overcome and defeated evil, sin, and death simply by being the omnipotent God. However, God defeated the powerful demons with the weak from of humanity. A more thorough and resounding defeat.



Atonement & Christus Victor

Three points of the one movement

• Divine love is primary 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Divine love is primary…For all of this, Aulen posits that Christus Victor atonement is a single movement of God towards humanity. There are many moments and pieces, but it is all part of a larger symphonic pieceTo make this assertion, he seems to draw on three pointsDivine love always comes first, before any human action. Since it is before any human action, it is also sponateous as opposed to conditionalThis is always at the movement of God



Atonement & Christus Victor

Three points of the one movement

• Divine love is primary 

• Forgiveness is a free gift

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Forgiveness is a free gift…This is a gift of love given by God that cannot be earned or conditioned. For Aulén, justice does not need to be “satisfied” in order to be deserved. God does not need to be “satisfied” in order to forgive. God’s justice is simply divine live in opposition to evil. Divine love’s ultimate response is reconciliation and is not punitive. In that divine love, we are restored/reconciled to God.Definition of Grace from our Catechism: Grace is God’s favor towards us, unearned and undeserved; by grace God forgives our sins, enlightens our minds, sitirs our hearts, and strengthens our wills. 



Atonement & Christus Victor

Three points of the one movement

• Divine love is primary 

• Forgiveness is a free gift

• In God’s love, God forgives freely

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In God’s love, God forgives freely…Jesus was not punished instead of us. in Jesus, God willingly takes upon Godself the full consequences of human sin (which becomes opposition to divine love) and as such has conquered evil and death through that love and resurrection life.Further, in the atoning life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, this divine love reestablished fellowship through an act of forgiveness that creates faith. 



COMING UP

ATONEMENT AS…

3/19: DIVINE LOVE
3/26: RECONCILIATION 
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