February 2021

St. Paul’s celebrates
new church year

A Message from our Rector
Dear Friends,
My first few years in Rochester were spent learning the many shades of
grey that exist in the sky this time of year. (There’s probably a life lesson
in this as well.) This year, I was remarking earlier than ever that it’s staying
light longer in the evening – a sign of the life abundant of Spring and
Summer, even if a long way away.
As Christians, like so many other faiths, we focus on being lights to the
world. The Season after the Epiphany calls us to be such lights. Having
encountered the Light of the World in Jesus, we are encouraged to share
that light, that faith, hope, and love with others.
We may become the only light that some know. A word of comfort,
calling someone who is lonely, forgiving someone who hurt you: whatever you do, may Christ be known and seen
through you. May God continue to bless you and your loved ones.
As always, I am,
Your friend and Rector,
(The Rev’d) Robert A. Picken

Follow St. Paul’s on Facebook, Instagram,
and email to receive messages.
Clergy and staff closely monitor mail, phone calls, and e-mail.
For urgent pastoral concerns, call 585-483-0472.

Prayers for Our Country
On Presidential Inauguration Day, January 20, at 9:00 A.M., Temple B’rith Kodesh hosted an Interfaith Inauguration
Day Online Service. More than 140 “screens” signed in from throughout our community. Rabbi Peter Stein of Temple
B’rith Kodesh led the service with input from interfaith clergy. Rob Picken can be seen in the top row, second from the
left; Nancy Grear appears in the center of the third row.
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THE WAY OF LOVE
January 31, February 7, 14, 21, 28; March 7, 14, 21
10:15 A.M. via ZOOM
Participants in adult formation during January reflected on the preaching of our
Presiding Bishop, the Very Rev. Michael Curry, who urges us to love one another.
Dr. Curry notes that love works—where hate and self-centeredness do not—to
solve problems of human interaction.
Bishop Curry has challenged us to claim the mantle of the Episcopal branch of the
Jesus Movement. To help us in this commitment, he gathered a group of priests
and others who created a set of practices to guide each of us as we take our place
in the Movement. During the Lenten season, we will consider each of these
practices as defined by the church and then discuss how we might incorporate them
in our own lives.
From now throughout Lent, we will consider these practices, using The Way of Love: A Practical Guide to Following Jesus
by Scott Gunn. His book outlines seven key actions: Turn. Learn. Pray. Worship. Bless. Go. Rest. This practical guide
explores these words in the context of our life of faith. We will view videos from
the Episcopal Church on each of these seven practices, then explore the
reflection questions provided by Scott Gunn’s guidebook.

LENTEN MEDITATIONS
As is our tradition a series of Lenten meditations is being prepared by members
of our congregation and others, each of whom reflects on an appropriate
scripture reading. Each day one of these reflections is uploaded to the website
and distributed by email.

JOIN US ON ZOOM!!
We are so fortunate to be able to worship together and enjoy one another’s company via Zoom.
Yet some of us are missing these opportunities and we miss them.

Is Zoom unchartered territory for you?
Are you perplexed by Zoom?

Nancy Grear is offering Zoom tutorials.

If you would like to learn how to access Zoom so you can join in parish worship and activities,
contact Nancy at Nancy.grear@gmail.com or 585-305-5727
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St. Paul’s Celebrates Christmas with Lessons and Carols

The Right Rev.

Thank you to all Christmas service participants –
Readers: Jessie Kelley with Camille Ouellette, Gary Scott with
Kelsey Wall, Ingrid Stanlis with Walter Rohlin, The Rev. Sue
Ouellette with the Rev. Suzanne Johnson, Bertha Simpkins with
the Rev. Laurence Wainwright-Maks, and Doreen Swick, ASL
Interpreter.
Musicians: Dr. Robert Poovey, Trumpeter Herb Smith, St. Paul’s
Ringers, St. Paul’s Choir, St. Paul’s Choristers (Soloists Leif
Johnson, Jenna Swanson, Mara and Emma Hazzard-Wallingford).
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CHRISTMAS
MORNING
On December 25 at
10:00 A.M., parishioners
gathered via Zoom with
the clergy (at the left) for
a replay of the service
with fellowship time.

Behind the scenes look at the creation of our Christmas service
The clergy, staff, and a number of parishioners worked hard to create the glorious service of Christmas worship. The
sanctuary was decorated, musicians practiced and met individually to record their performances, and the Rev. Rob Picken
put all the individual performance contributions together on his computer using video editing software. Then, after
the service was recorded, members of our Altar Flower Delivery Team took the Christmas flowers and poinsettia plants
to parishioners.
FAR LEFT: The sanctuary being
decorated by Nancy Andrus, Matt
Koreth (of Kittelberger Florist) and
Dave McEntee.
LEFT: Rob’s computer screen during
the editing of taped portions of the
service. Rob’s expertise as videotape
creator is largely responsible for the
variety and number of worship
services and opportunities for
learning that we’ve received
during the pandemic.

Photos by
Rob Picken
and Nancy Andrus

ABOVE: Participants performing their parts of the service: Chorister Leif Johnson,
Trumpeter Herb Smith, Vocalists Mara and Emma Hazzard-Wallingford, Lector Bertha
Simpkins, and Vocalist Jenna Swanson with Music Director Dr. Robert Poovey.

THANK YOU!
To our Altar Guild for preparing the sanctuary for worship;
To Nancy Andrus and Kittelberger’s Florist for decorating the sanctuary;
To those who donated to help decorate for Christmas;
To our Altar Flowers Delivery Team for taking the Christmas flowers and plants to members of our congregation
after the service was taped; and
To our Maintenance Team, and our Office and Program Staff for their input into creating the service.
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THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HELPED PRODUCE
OUR CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
Thank you to Amy Welker and our Sunday School students and
parents for making our tradition continue in creative ways this
year—so we could view it via YouTube starting on December 20—
Actors: Sonya W., Amy W., Ehlana S., Erin S., Emily W., Anika W.,
Erin W., Jay B., Norah B., August Z., Anna L., Brooks L., Tessa L.,
Natalie L., Charlotte L., Ben L., Ellen L., Jesse K., & Martha K.;
Musicians: Dr. Robert Poovey, St. Paul’s Choir, St. Paul’s Ringers,
Dan Magee, Cassie Zinkan.

Epiphany celebrated with Evening
Prayer
A service of Evening Prayer for the Epiphany was offered via You
Tube on January 5. Leading the worship was the Rev. Rob Picken.
He was assisted by Lectors Kevin Frisch and Carol Panzer. Music
was provided by St. Paul’s Choir, including recordings of the Choir
and Bell Choir at Ely Cathedral.
6

Weekly Services
Sunday Worship
A service of Morning Prayer has been offered online at
9:15 A.M. from Advent to the present. Seen at the right
is a composite of participants in these Sunday worship
services.
RIGHT: Morning Prayer participants appearing with the clergy
included cantors Cassie Zinkan, Nancy Curtis, Payton Dziekan,
Alexis Peart, Dr. Charles Tellier, and Daniel Magee. Musicians
included violinist Heidi Brodwin, organist Charles Tellier, and bell
ringer Angie Jones. Serving as acolyte is Hunter Phillips.
RIGHT: Lectors serving during the Sunday Morning Prayer and the
Evening Prayer services - Chris Moore, Susan Dow, Angie Jones,
Gary Scott, Kevin Frisch, Nancy Curtis, Jennifer Bleecker, Nancy
Grear, Erin Glanton, Joan Flint , Pat Moran, and Kitty MacDowell.

Evening Prayer
A prerecorded service of Evening Prayer is uploaded
each Saturday afternoon. This service includes music,
including archived recordings by the St. Paul’s choir. This
service is then available via St. Paul’s website or
Facebook page at any time.
RIGHT: Seen with the clergy in a composite of several Evening
Prayer services are organist Dr. Robert Poovey, cantor Chris
Moore, violist Carol Rodland, and organist Catherine Rodland.

Compline
The Rev. Rob Picken offers a service of Compline each
Tuesday evening. The service is available to watch with a video
link at the viewer’s convenience. It includes confession, one or
more psalms, a scripture reading, versicles and responses,
the Lord's Prayer, collects, and the canticle Nunc dimittis. The
collects are followed by a time of silence for private prayer.

The Daily Office
St. Paul’s offers two opportunities
to share the Daily Office:
Noonday Prayer live on Facebook
Monday-Friday, and Morning
Prayer conducted by laity each
Thursday at 8:00 A.M. on Zoom.
ABOVE LEFT: Noonday Prayer leaders in recent weeks include our clergy as well as Dr. Robert Poovey and Nancy Grear. The center photo
shows the Rev. Jay Burkardt leading the service while on the road with his family on December 23 (Nora can be seen as well). During Noonday
Prayer on Epiphany, the Rev. Rob Picken read T.S. Eliot’s “The Journey of the Magi” as a reflection while Dr. Robert Poovey played Epiphany
musical selections on the organ.
ABOVE RIGHT: Some of the Thursday Morning Prayer participants welcoming others to join them.
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Advent & January Adult Formation

A look at Mary during Advent
MARY AT THE BEGINNING (pictured above right)
About 60 members of four Episcopal parishes—St. Paul’s, Rochester; Church of the Redeemer, Addison; Christ Church
Corning; and Christ Church, Manhasset—met via Zoom on December 8 with the Rev. Tony Lewis, Ph.D., to learn more
about the Annunciation. Dr. Lewis compared Old Testament and New Testament stories announcing the birth of
famous people, noting that Mary was not famous, or even described as pious, but she God’s choice for bearing Jesus.
MARY THROUGH THE CENTURIES (pictured above left)
On December 2, 9, and 16, participants gathered via zoom to learn more about how St. Mary has been depicted in
scripture and venerated through the centuries in different cultures.

LOVE IS THE WAY
discussed in January
In January, parishioners met to learn more
about the “Love is the Way’ initiative of
our Presiding Bishop and Primate of the
Episcopal Church, the Most Rev. Bishop
Michael B. Curry. Participants viewed
videos of an interview he had with the
Hobart/ William Smith Colleges Alumni
Association, then discussed issues raised.
Dr. Curry’s latest book, Love Is the Way:
Holding onto Hope in Troubling Times,
explores social and economic inequality,
ideological division, faith and how love
can offer a redemptive path forward.
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St. Paul’s Outreach Update
St. Paul’s Volunteers Support St. Joseph’s Programs
Members of St. Paul’s provide meals for St. Joseph’s House of Hospitality on
the first Saturday of each month. Each volunteer is asked to bring seven
bagged lunches, each of which includes two sandwiches, fruit, chips, cookie,
and a bottle of water. St. Paul’s parishioners provide 70-75 sandwiches each
month. Financial donations allow for the purchase of needed winter clothing.
To learn more, contact Meredith Halter at mhalter@rochester.rr.com.
The picture at the left shows volunteers collecting food and supplies for St.
Joseph’s House in November, December, & January TOP (in November): Karen Capan, Meredith Halter, and Ed Rubel; Ed
Rubel and Joan Flint; Meredith Halter with Harry Murray, weekend
manager at St. Joseph’s House; Hugh Lambert with Meredith Halter.
CAMEO (in November): Cart filled with donated meals for St. Joseph’s
House.
BOTTOM LEFT: Meredith Halter shopping for coats for St. Joseph’s
House (coats paid for by St. Paul’s) .
BOTTOM CENTER (in December): Rob Picken, Mary Ellen West, and
Tim Dewart; plus Karen Capan, Ed Rubel, Mike Halter, Hugh Lambert,
Mary Palermo, and Jane Smith (behind Mary).
BOTTOM RIGHT (in January): Meredith and Mike Halter with Tim
Dewart, Hugh Lambert, and Jane Smith.

School #9 Gift Giving
Due to the pandemic, the annual St. Paul’s Giving Tree to support students and
families of Rochester’s Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. School #9 had to occur
differently. With the students not in school, it was impossible to provide a list of
toys, games, and other goodies that students were hoping for this year. There has
also been an unprecedented and tremendous increase in need this year.
Therefore, for Christmas 2020, St Paul's provided the 75 children on the list
provided by the school with a $25 gift card to Walmart. School administrators
distributed the cards before the start of Winter Break. Parishioners supported this effort by making monetary donations
totaling $1,702.00. The difference between donations and full cost was made up using the Rector’s Discretionary Fund.
Thank you to all who helped to provide this generous offering to help the students celebrate.
Jay Burkardt.

Caring Ministry Team at St. Paul’s
A new group of parishioners is forming to help
us stay connected during the pandemic. Any and
all parishioners are invited to join. To date, group
members have decided to Seek other parishioners
willing to pray for those on our parish prayer list,
willing to provide rides to parishioners needing
them, and/or willing to take meals to shut-ins.
Your ideas are especially welcome!
Please email Deacon Sue at
souellette@stpaulsec.org
TOP ROW: Prayer shawls knitted by parishioners being blessed by our clergy on January 10.
if you’d like to be involved.

BOTTOM ROW: Sprayer shawls bagged and ready to be delivered by our Caring Ministries team. Each shawl
came with a card and a prayer. Screen shot showing some Caring Ministry team members meeting via zoom.
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2020
ANNUAL
PARISH
MEETING
The St. Paul’s Annual
Parish Meeting, held
via Zoom on
January 24 after the
worship service,
included the
following items:
✓ Election of Lay Leaders: Ingrid Stanlis was elected Warden. Elected to full
terms on the Vestry were Nan Brown, Erin Glanton, Chari Krenis, and Erin
Wright. Elected to complete a term on the Vestry was Andrew Welker.
✓ Warden’s Address: Nancy Reale, who completed her terms as Warden,
described the challenges of 2020, our parish community showing its strength,
resilience and care for one another, and hope for the future.
✓ Stone Hall Restoration Video: Participants viewed a video about the history
of Stone Hall, its current use, and plans for the future. (See article on page 11
for more.)
✓ Rector’s Address: The Rev. Rob Picken reviewed the many activities that
moved online this past year and thanked parishioners and staff for their efforts.
✓ The Rev. Laurence Wainwright-Maks described the activities of the deaf
community meeting at St. Paul’s.
✓ Parish Financial Reports: Judy McGrath presented the 2020 Unaudited
Financials as well as the 2021 Financial Ministry Plan.
✓ Acknowledgements: The Rev. Rob Picken thanked outgoing Warden Nancy
Reale; outgoing Vestry members Duane Swanson and Laura Hayden; and
Paula Valeri, Coordinator of
School 9 tutoring program who
is retiring after over a decade of
leadership.
ABOVE RIGHT: Behind the scenes
views of participants and the
technology involved in presenting this
year’s Annual Parish Meeting.
BELOW RIGHT: Many of the 52
screens showing participants, several
screens housing multiple parishioners.
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TOP: Participants in the Service of Morning
Prayer that preceded the Annual Meeting:
Our Clergy, Lectors Chris Moore and Kitty
MacDowell, Organist Dr. Robert Poovey,
and Harpist Grace Wong.
ABOVE: Presenters during the Annual
Meeting: the Rev. Rob Picken, Outgoing
Warden Nancy Reale, the Rev. Laurence
Wainwright-Maks, and Judy McGrath.

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

LEFT: Rob in mid
January as he
completed a
construction site tour
in his role as ‘sidewalk
superintendent.’

Progress is well-underway in the Parish Hall basement (Stone Hall).
In the Fall, we completed asbestos abatement. In December, DGA
Builders, working with Bero Architecture, began to replace
damaged walls and floors, add and repair restrooms, repair and
update the prep-kitchen, and equip the main hall with audio-visual
equipment.
In addition to being home to our youth group, parish archives, 12step meetings and other community groups, we have begun
imagining how this safe, hospitable, up-to-date space can be used
to further our partnerships in the neighborhood, increase our
ability to do outreach, and provide room for us to expand our
parish mission and ministry. The project is expected to be
completed by March.
RIGHT & ABOVE:

We are inviting you to consider a financial contribution to support
Scenes from the
construction project.
this endeavor by making a donation at your convenience in this
calendar year. If you are interested in helping, please contact Ingrid at
istanlis@gmail.com, or call her at 585-766-5663. A member of the Stewardship Council
will also be glad to follow up with you to answer any questions that you may have.

Sunday coffee hour via Zoom
On Sundays at 10:00 A.M. parishioners gather in the St. Paul’s Zoom room for informal conversations. Pictured below
are some of those who have attended one or more of these from November to January. All parishioners are welcomed
and encouraged to participate.

SERVICES, MEETINGS
Parish opportunities for worship and learning are provided
electronically. Check your email daily for updates.
KEEPING IN TOUCH
The Parish Office is open by appointment only. Clergy and
staff monitor mail, phone calls, and emails. For emergency
pastoral needs, call 585-483-0472. Another resource for
learning about electronic sessions for worship and learning
is our website at http://stpaulsec.org/
12-STEP GROUPS ONLINE
The 12-step groups which normally meet at St. Paul’s are
not meeting at this time. Some may be available online.
Contact Alcoholics Anonymous at Rochester-NY-AA.org.
For other 12-step groups, please check with your local or
national office.

Merciful God,
we entrust to your never-failing care and love

Joanne Claus, Theresa Loveland, Jack McAlister
Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord; And let light perpetual shine upon them.
May their souls, and the souls of all the departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.
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WORSHIP SERVICES
Parish opportunities for worship and learning are provided
electronically.
SUNDAY SCHEDULE
9:00 A.M.: Zoom Room Opens (optional)
9:15 A.M.: Live-Stream Worship via YouTube (replay available)
~9:45A.M.: Coffee Hour via Zoom
10:15 A.M.: Adult Faith Formation via Zoom
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EVENING PRAYER
Pre-recorded Service of Evening Prayer via YouTube
uploaded each Saturday afternoon

COMPLINE
Pre-recorded Service of Compline via YouTube
uploaded each Tuesday at 7:00 P.M.

DAILY OFFICE
Noon Prayers – Live Monday-Friday via Facebook
Thursday Morning Prayer – Live via Zoom at 8:00 A.M.

Those without computer access
may dial-in for Sunday worship beginning at 9:00 A.M.
Dial 1-929-205-6099 and follow the instructions
(Meeting ID: 585 271 2240).

Links for all worship services
are emailed and available on our website, www.stpaulsec.org;
or check into our St. Paul’s Zoom room at
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5852712240.

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
«Label»
«Address1»
«Address2»
«City», «State» «Zip»

Our Vision
We pray that all who enter St. Paul’s
experience God’s presence in this community
of faith, a community that through Christ
strives to be loving, joyous, inclusive,
transforming and filled with God’s Grace.

St. Paul’s Ministry Staff
Rector
The Rev. Robert A. Picken

Assistant Rector
The Rev. Jay P. Burkardt

The Rev. Sue Ouellette, Ph.D., Deacon
Director of Music
Dr. Robert Poovey

Front Desk Assistant
Natosche Holt
Parish Accountant
Judy McGrath

Director, Adult Faith Formation
Nancy Grear

Contribute information for the Epistle via
publicity@stpaulsec.org. Judy Wadsworth, Editor

View the full church calendar at:
www.stpaulsec.org
•
Visit us on Facebook

Director, Children, Youth &
Family Faith Formation
Amy Welker

Accounting & Administrative
Assistant
Lisa Werner

Sunday Child Care
Dorothea (Dorrie) Champlin
Candace Hoffman-Hussain

Property Manager
Bob Potter
Maintenance Associates
Dave McEntee
Jim D’Angelo

Wedding & Funeral Coordinator
Judy Loveland

Director, Child Care Center
Michelle Mousseau
Director, City School Outreach
Paula Valeri

