
THE SPECIAL DAYS OF CHRISTMAS Introduction, The Baptism of 
Jesus, and The Epiphany



THE SPECIAL DAYS OF
CHRISTMAS—INTRODUCTION

St Stephen, Deacon and Martyr: Dec 26

St John, Apostle and Evangelist: Dec 27

The Holy Innocents: Dec 28

The Holy Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ: Jan 1

The Epiphany of Our Lord Jesus Christ: Jan 6

The Baptism of our Lord: First Sunday after Epiphany

Candlemas/The Presentation of Our Lord: Feb 2

• The season of Christmas and its 
surrounding days include a number of 
major feasts and other special 
commemorations. 

• Two individuals

• Four key moments in life of Jesus

• One scriptural recognition

• Several minor feasts and recognitions 
as well

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Minor fests not covered: Thomas Becket, Frances Joseph Gaudet, Samuel Crowther, Vedanayagam Azariah, William Passavant, Elizabeth Seton
Holy Innocents: not a key moment of Jesus’ life, but more of a “scriptural recognition” that played an important role



THE SPECIAL DAYS OF
CHRISTMAS—INTRODUCTION

Today: The Epiphany & Baptism of Jesus

January 15th: St Stephen, St John, & Holy Innocents

January 22nd: Holy Name & Candlemas
• The season of Christmas and its 

surrounding days include a number of 
major feasts and other special 
commemorations. 

• Two individuals

• Four key moments in life of Jesus

• One scriptural recognition

• Several minor feasts and recognitions 
as well

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Minor fests not covered: Thomas Becket, Frances Joseph Gaudet, Samuel Crowther, Vedanayagam Azariah, William Passavant, Elizabeth Seton
Holy Innocents: not a key moment of Jesus’ life, but more of a “scriptural recognition” that played an important role



THE SPECIAL DAYS OF
CHRISTMAS—THE EPIPHANY

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 
came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child 
who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
observed his star at its rising, and have come to 
pay him homage.’ When King Herod heard this, 
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 
him; and calling together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where 
the Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In 
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by 
the prophet:
“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler

who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’

January 6

Matthew 2.1-12

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Immediately after Joseph is visited by an angel and chooses to stay with Mary instead of dismissing her.
No story about the birth at all in Matthew’s Gospel. 
Geneology, Joseph decides to dismiss her after learning she is pregnant, visited by angel, he chooses to stay with her and “has no marital relations until after the child was born.” 
Then, in the time of King Herod…



THE SPECIAL DAYS OF
CHRISTMAS—THE EPIPHANY

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and 
learned from them the exact time when the star 
had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, 
saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; 
and when you have found him, bring me word so 
that I may also go and pay him homage.’ When 
they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen 
at its rising, until it stopped over the place where 
the child was. When they saw that the star had 
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On 
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary 
his mother; and they knelt down and paid him 
homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they 
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not 
to return to Herod, they left for their own country 
by another road.

January 6

Matthew 2.1-12

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What stands out about this? What information is included? What information is not included?



THE SPECIAL DAYS OF CHRISTMAS—THE EPIPHANY

What is included:

Come from the East seeking 
the “king of the Jews”
Followed a star to Jerusalem 
and then to Bethlehem and 
Jesus’ house
Gold, frankincense, and myrrh

What is not included:

When they arrived
How many there were 
Kings
Shepherds, angels, and other 
nativity staples

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Isaiah:  Isaiah 60:1–6, which refers to "kings [coming] to the brightness of your dawn" bearing "gold and frankincense".
Gold, frankincense, myrrh 
Melchior (Persian), Caspar (unknown), Balthazar (Babylonian)
Arrive anywhere between a few days and two years. Two years would explain Herod’s command to slaughter the children (to be talked about next week!)
Likely Persian or other Eastern culture and most likely Zoroastrian in faith (Magi is a Persian word for the Zoroastrian priestly class)




THE SPECIAL DAYS OF
CHRISTMAS—THE EPIPHANY

Earliest mention is 361

Was often tied to Baptism of Jesus
Sometimes also the Wedding at Cana

Celebrates Jesus being known to the Gentiles

Transition from a God of one community to a 
God of the world

O God, by the leading of a star 
you manifested your only Son to 
the peoples of the earth: Lead us, 
who know you now by faith, to 
your presence, where we may see 
your glory face to face; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Still tied to baptism in Eastern Churches today. 



THE SPECIAL DAYS OF
CHRISTMAS—THE BAPTISM OF
JESUS

1928 BCP is based on Jesus lost at the 
Temple

Assigned to 1st Sunday after Epiphany to 
keep the connection, but raise its importance

Does not hold a fixed date

Not included until 1979 BCP

Was often tied to Epiphany



THE SPECIAL DAYS OF
CHRISTMAS—THE BAPTISM OF
JESUS

Included in each synoptic Gospel

All three mention the spirit/dove

Matthew: Long temptation narrative

Mark: Temptation and calling of Simon and 
Andrew

Luke: Genealogy and then temptation

*John references the spirit descending upon 
Jesus, but no mention of baptism

Does not hold a fixed date

Not included until 1979 BCP

Was often tied to Epiphany

All three persons of the Trinity are 
present

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
While all three mention the spirit/dove, it is not always explicit. Descending like a dove. In the form of a dove. As a dove.

Mark includes the heavens being opened, using a similar word as he does at the crucifixion with the veil being torn

Father: voice in the heavens
Spirit: descending like a dove
Son: Jesus (obviously!)




THE SPECIAL DAYS OF
CHRISTMAS—THE BAPTISM OF
JESUS

Baptism by John

Tied to Jewish practices of ablutions

Intended for the remission of sins

Jesus insists, “in order to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Lk 3.15

Does not hold a fixed date

Not included until 1979 BCP

Was often tied to Epiphany

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Likely historically happened bc why would Christians tell a story about Jesus being forgiven of sins when he was supposed to be sinless?



THE SPECIAL DAYS OF
CHRISTMAS—THE BAPTISM OF
JESUS

Holy Spirit tied to Jesus at his baptism

Holy Spirit given to Church at Pentecost

Holy Spirit given to us at baptism as we are 
bound to Jesus

“You are sealed by the Holy Spirit in 
baptism, and marked as Christ’s own for 
ever.” BCP 308

Father in heaven, who at the baptism 
of Jesus in the River Jordan 
proclaimed him your beloved Son 
and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: 
Grant that all who are baptized into 
his Name may keep the covenant 
they have made, and boldly confess 
him as Lord and Savior; who with you 
and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, 
one God, in glory everlasting. Amen .

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Jesus’ Baptism and our Baptism

Our baptism includes forgiveness of sins, being sustained by Holy Spirit, and being raised to new life of grace.

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon these your servants the forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to the new life of�grace. Sustain them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give them an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen.



THE SPECIAL DAYS OF CHRISTMAS

January 8: Baptism of Jesus & Epiphany

January 15: St Stephen, St John, & The Holy Innocents

January 22: Holy Name & Candlemas

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
These are the first two moments in the special days surrounding and tied to Christmas. Next week we look at the lives and importance of two saints as well as the story and feast of the Holy Innocents
Will follow that with the feast of the Holy Name and Candlemas the following week

12 days are done, but certainly our celebration of Christmas goes on!
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